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WIMBLEDON 
It was in 1908 that a guy 
from B.C. named Bobby 
Powell reached the 
Wimbledon semi-finals, 
maintained his status as 
the best Canadian tennis 
player for almost a decade 

and died tragically at the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
in 1917.   
Fast forward to 2014…..it took us over 100 
years (not to downplay the achievements of 
Carling Bassett-Seguso who reached the 
semi-finals of the U.S. Open in the 80ties) but 
what a triumph this year at Wimbledon for 
Canada to have a men’s doubles champion, 
a ladies singles finalist, a men’s semi-
finalist AND a men’s mixed doubles semi 
finalist. Congratulations to Vasek, Eugenie 
Milos and Nestor (nearly 42 and he just keeps 
going!) for their astounding successes and for 
the encouragement they will give young 
Canadians to pick up tennis rackets.  
 
And thinking of young Canadians NWTC has 
stars of its own! Club member Victor Timur 
Salim won the Richmond Open 3.0 Singles; he 
reached the 3.5 singles quarter finals of the 
Burnaby Open as 8th seed in a 128 man draw 
and then at the Stanley Park Open reached the 
semi finals. Congratulations Victor! 
Hats off also to Rob Chong and Brian Louie 
who won the Men’s 3.5 Burnaby Open, to 
Rose Pennington and Fabio Prado for 
winning the Delta 3.5MD to Marko Majkic for 
making the Burnaby Open Men’s 3.0 final (in a 
64 man draw!) and to Len Anderson and 
Voya Djordjevic for reaching the Stanley Park 
Open 3.0 semi-finals. Rose also won both the 
Merritt Invitational Ladies Doubles and Mixed 
Doubles. We also have a junior member who 
deserves recognition - Andreea Craciun 
placed 8th in the Junior Nationals in March and 
3rd in the recent Provincial Championships. 
Well done Andreea and congratulations to 
everyone. 

 

 
The Inside Line 
Rob Sider, President 
 

After a bit of a soggy start, the tennis 
season has enjoyed great weather for the past 
month! I'd like to update you on a few things going 
on around the club and some initiatives your 
executive are considering or about which we would 
like your input. 
 

Many of the Club's organized playing 
activities are going well. Although there was a bit of 
a slow start, both Men's and Ladies nights have 
been extremely well attended over the past month 
with new members getting introduced to old 
members and getting into the playing mix. Friday 
morning social tennis is also doing well and we 
were able to field 3 men's and 2 ladies league 
teams (and if you are a new member and want to 
play next year, now is the time to contact a team 
member to get yourself into the mix) and a beach 
league team.  Organized Play Director Jeff Cathcart 
jeffcathcart@hotmail.com will give you the 
information. Because of the success of these 
organized events, we are considering implementing 
organized play on Friday night for a trial run so 
that players who might not be able to play morning 
organized play have the same opportunity. If you 
would like to play, or more importantly, organize the 
event, please let Social Director Arwi Kaur know 
arwi2u@telus.net or one of the executive. 
 

We continue to struggle with attracting 
younger members. While we have just wrapped 
another successful junior camp (thanks Shelley, 
Peter, and Piotr) with about 60 kids registered and 
another season of NWSS Tennis using our courts 
for their matches, we still need to find ways to make 
our club a bit younger and attract youth. We are 
hoping that the Raonic-Bouchard-Pospisil effect 
will kick in soon and there will be more of a demand, 
but we still want some ideas about how we can 
increase our youth contingent.  

 
Right now, students get their annual fees 

reduced by half and students who are under 18 and 
have been judged by our pro to be able to play with 
adults are eligible to have their initiation waived. 
While this has brought in some new players one 
suggestion is that we expand the program and, for 
at least a time, waive the initiation fee for full-time 
college or university students as well.             …….2 
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I would like to know your thoughts on this or 
other suggestions. Of course, any change in the 
current rules on initiation would be a matter for the 
AGM, but this is something we need to consider 
now. Contact me at rwsider@shaw.ca if you don’t 
see me around the Club. 
 

Our finances are in good shape, although 
our revenues (i.e. club fees) are down a bit due to 
slightly lower membership. We did not resurface the 
courts this year in part due to lower revenues but 
also because they remained in good shape. Having 
said that, it looks like resurfacing will likely be in 
order for next spring. At some point, we will also 
have to replace the lights. These will be significant 
expenditures so we must remain vigilant regarding 
our costs if we are to maintain our current fee 
structure. Of course, this means that we need 
people to step up and volunteer for things. No 
one volunteered this year to organize the junior 
program so that was left to a member of the 
executive and we can't keep going back to the well 
to the same people all the time to get things done. 
Please keep that in mind when you get "voluntold" 
to take on a job --- and please accept the 
challenge!! We really do need more members to 
help out as we are a volunteer club. 
 
In terms of enhancing your tennis, we will soon be 
announcing another racquet demo day, the club 
tournament is fast approaching (thanks to Chris 
Morrey-Jones for stepping up to run it again) so get 
your partners lined up, and we are trying to 
supplement our pro's (Shelley) teaching schedule 
with another Level 1 coach who will be available for 
drill sessions. Please remember that if you need 
some help on that kick serve before tournament 
time (or just getting the ball back over the net) we 
are fortunate to have one of the most qualified pros 
in the Lower Mainland. Give Shelley a call to set up 
a lesson at 604-782-5024. 
 
Two final points. First, you may have noticed some 
members wearing new NWTC dry-fit tennis shirts. If 
you want one, please let Don Campbell or me know. 
The cost is $15 for adult sizes (and if you want one 
for your kids/grandkids, we have some really small 
sizes for $10) and are available while supplies last. 
If there is enough interest, we will put an option on 
next year's fee invoice to order a club shirt, which 
would then be delivered in early July. Once again, 
thanks to Chris Morrey-Jones and his former 
company Griffin house for partnering with us to 
make these available. Second, our oldest member, 
Ed Gladstone, recently celebrated his 101st 
birthday. A birthday card was sent to him on behalf 
of the Club. 
 
Enjoy the summer and see you on the courts.  

Rob Sider 

Back to Wimbledon......and our own special 
event on July 5.  Thanks to Social Director, 
Arwi, for organizing a fun time. I loved Pam’s 
strawberry and lemon curd sandwiches….how 
about seeing if the Wimbledon caterers are 
interesting in buying the patent Pam!!  Amongst 
many other great things on the menu, Anne’s 
volcano brownies were quite delicious. 
Of course In between eating we also had some 
great tennis games! 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Club Tournament - mark your calendars! 
Sat Aug 30 – Sun Sept 14.  More details to 
come and info about registration. A big thank 
you to Chris Morrey-Jones for taking on the 
role of tournament director for a second year. 
Our wrap-up party will be on Sat Sept. 20.  
 
Sat Sept. 6. is a particularly important date:   
It is Racquet Demo Day and we will also 
celebrate the U.S. Open.  Don’t miss it. 
Thinking about food (again!) - every night of the 
tournament will be a ‘pot-luck’ event so your 
contributions (with an American theme) to add 
to the BBQ would be much appreciated. 
 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Our official welcome to new members came on 
New Members Day but not all were able to 
attend and it doesn’t hurt to do it again!  So a 
very big welcome to:  Lisete Cerqueria, Dan 
Cheng, Andrea Craciun, David Donnelly, Krista 
Hennigas, Thomas Howard (welcome back 
Thomas) Feige Li, Ron Lincoln, John Ma, 
Susan Milliken, Robbie Montgomery, Signy 
Novak, Cameron Wiebe, Lee Wiebe, Anne 
Wong, Chen Xi, Gary Yang. 
If you see them around the courts be sure to 
make them especially at ease. 
 
 

VACANCY FOR TREASURER  
Don Campbell has been a staunch member of 
the NWTC Executive for 8 years. He has held 
various positions including Treasurer for three 
of those years, including 2014.  He now has 
other things to do!  A new treasurer is needed 
for 2015, preferably to start later this year to 
‘shadow’ Don.   

    ……3 
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Treasurer cont’d 
An accounting background would of course be 
ideal but if you have some bookkeeping 
experience and would like to find out more, 
please contact Don at don15@telus.net or  
604-951-9546.   
 

 
ORGANIZED PLAY FRI/SAT 

The results of the poll to decide Friday or 
Saturday are out.  Organized play will be on 
Saturdays until (and including) August 23rd. 
The last organized tennis morning will be 
Friday August 29 (the Club tournament starts 
August 30).  So those of you who toil 
weekdays, come and join us on Saturdays in 
August.  Contact Chris Morrey-Jones at 
mj@griffledon.ca to make sure you are on the 
email sign-up list. 
 
 

BEACH LEAGUE 
Unfortunately rain prevented Sunday Beach  
League from starting on July 20.  Better luck to 
our team for future matches which are 
scheduled to continue to August 31.   
 
 

SPRING LEAGUE  
It was tough this year for several of our teams 
– the result of doing so well last year and 
moving up a division! Congratulations to all 
players for participating and for being great 
representatives of our club. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 31, 2014 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know that…… 
 
a hawk called Rufus is responsible for 
protecting Wimbledon from pigeons and works 
four hours a day from 5:30 to 9:30?  Rufus, a 
Harris hawk, even has a badge: “Bird scarer.”  
Rufus goes to Westminster Abbey for pigeon-
scaring duties after his work at Wimbledon is  
finished! 
 
 

And as a final thought….  

We are always looking for stories, helpful hints 
about tennis, members’ achievements (not 
necessarily about tennis) and anything to make 
Passing Shots more interesting.  Please 
contact Hilary at blakhi@telus.net. 
 
Have a wonderful summer and fun tennis 
games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.nwtennis.com 

604-522-6022 
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